Wednesday, April 1st, 2009
Text:  Ephesians 3:1-6  

‘Ephesians: a Study in Grace’
Part XII
Topic: Ephesians—a Study in Grace (part 12)

Main Text: Ephesians 3.1-6  

For This Reason…
· for This Reason…Paul became a prisoner of Christ, for the sake of a unified church. 
· why a prisoner? (If Jesus, for his sake & that of his unified church, requires him to be in prison, Paul will volunteer for that position. 
· conclusion:  out of what Jesus does not deliver from by his power, he allows by his
wisdom, and empowers by his Spirit. 
The Description of How the Mystery Came 

· we need to persevere in our own journeys until God comes through, so we can share the experience with another, drawing him/her into volunteer-inmate-status, too. 
· Paul Reminds Ephesians: 
· Gospel mystery came to Paul by revelation. Galatians1:11-24
· vs.4-Paul has received special insight as to its administration.

· vs.5-all confirmed by the Holy Spirit, apostles and prophets. 
·  crux of the mystery… because of the cross, Gentiles share inheritance in Christ with God’s chosen people, together in the church. 

· For this reason great message of hope to all people, Paul volunteers to be Christ’s prisoner. 
Application Questions?
· is there anything in your life now, that seems like a prison?
·  what greater purpose might Jesus have in mind for what you must now endure?
· are you willing to be Christ’s prisoner? ( for what reason?







