Sunday, April 19th, 2009

Text:  various 
‘How To Rise Above the Economic Crisis’ 
Recognize the Upside-down Kingdom
· when we get caught up, thinking only in terms that the world does, we emit no kingdom values, no hope… no Jesus. 
· goals of a Christ-follower: 
·  don’t store up treasures where they get corrupted
·  focus on treasures in heaven
·  align our treasure pile with a heart after God 
· of which world is your heart consumed? 
Try This One On—Give More 
· Scriptural Levels of Giving: 
·  tithes – 10% of firstfruits.  Ezekiel 44:30 / II Chronicles 31:5
·  offerings – freewill amounts. Exodus 35:5
·  alms – giving to the poor.  Luke 11:41,42 
· if 4 of 5 average NSPC families, tithed on an average Canadian income, NSPC Ministry Operations this year would total $704 000… and our $1.2 million mortgage would be paid off completely in 3 years & 9 months. 
The Other Shoe… 
· Proverbs 6:6-8 – consider the ant.
· prudence has the steel shank of savings but also the steel toe of kicking debt to death. Romans 10:14,15/ Matthew 6:28-33 
· Let each of us do three things: 
·  examine our hearts & response to the times 
·  talk to our families/ spouses about today’s message
·  pray about what God would have you do to rise above the current economic times 

