Sunday, August 16th, 2009
Text:  Esther 2:7,8 
“Mordecai—Man to Be Emulated”
Introducing Mordecai 
· Pentateuch: (2500 yrs)
From creation to flight from Egypt
· I & II Kings / I & II Chronicles The time of the Kings (600 yrs)
· Ezra, Nehemiah & Esther
Time of the Captivity (70 yrs)
· during The Captivity… there were at least five kings: Nebuchadnezzar ( Belshazzar ( Xerxes (Ahauerus) (Artaxerxes ( Darius 
· at a prominent political gathering, Queen Vashti, not in the mood to see the King, disses Xerxes by refusing to attend. 
· Vashti is banished and a year-long beauty contest ensues… enter Mordecai. 
Mordecai’s Decisions 
· Mordecai adopts Esther.  Esther 2:7
· Esther finds she’s been ‘discovered’ and ends up a contestant in the Medo-Persian version of ‘The Bachelor’.
· after Esther replaced Vashti as Queen, while checking on his adopted daughter, Mordecai decides to report an assassination plot, motivated by a sense of justice.  Esther 2:22 
· Mordecai’s third decision was to refuse to revere a man as God.  Esther 3:1,2 
· Mordecai’s decision to revere only God, threatened his whole nation.  Esther 3:6,13 
Esther 3:13  
· when in crisis, Mordecai decided to turn to God. Esther 4:1
· Mordecai decides to influence Esther to rise to her potential. Esther 4:12-14
Reintroducing Mordecai: 
· man in sackcloth becomes exalted leader. Esther 8:15
· institutes days of remembrance, Purim. Esther 9:20
· ironically takes Haman’s place as second in power only to Xerxes.  Esther 10:2,3 
· Mordecai’s life decisions typically point to Christ, who saved, not only a nation, but the world. 

