Sunday, February 22nd, 2009

Text:  Psalm 128 
‘Going Green… Growing a Godly Family’
Part IV
[Blessing, Fear, Work & Wives]

This series:

…should be a picture in God’s will of how things should be… 
…should be an equipping of ourselves in Christ, enabling us to paint that very picture… 

Fear Unpacked 
* there are two tensions within the nature of God: love and justice. 
* no one can respect or trust a God who is not just. 
* respect and trust pave the way for love; God is love… but God is also justice. 
John 14:15 & 15:10,11 
* love based on respect and trust, produces obedience. 
* the overriding atmospheric condition in our homes ought to be joy and it is the God-fearing-father’s responsibility to feed into that climate by being obedient to Christ. 
The Wife of My Dreams 
* a wife who is a fruitful vine within a house is only possible, with the proper conduct of a God fearing husband. Ephesians 5:21-26 
* mutual submission occurs when a man loves sacrificially, and for the benefit of his wife.
 husbands, don’t expect sunshine in your homes if all you do each day is rain on everyone’s parade. 
* as Jesus causes holiness to shape his bride, the church, husbands cause or allow for, wives to be fruitful vines within the family. 
* Consider… fruitful vines: 
· take time to grow 
· have sweet fruit that is not only utilitarian, but pleasurable (grapes) 
· grow fruit in bunches, blessing all (whole family) 
· need exterior support—stakes (husbands) 

