Wednesday, January 14th, 2009
Text:  Ephesians 1:1-8 

‘Ephesians: a Study in Grace’
Part II
Verses 1 & 2 

* Paul identifies himself as the author to:


…reinforce his authority as an apostle


…establish God’s will and desire for the Ephesian church 

* ‘Saints’ is a synonym to the ‘faithful’.             
* Grace & Peace 


Two Benefits:

· a sense of favour… that God is pleased with me

· inner calm 

· Don’t underestimate the effect of grace and peace on others… 
· The biggest peace-disturber is knowing, ‘I’m out of favour with my Creator.’ 
Verses 3-8 

* Paul reminds the believer of what he has:

· blessings in heavenly realms

· every spiritual blessing 

* He chose us to choose him! 
* Adopted… 
* God’s purpose in this choosing? ( that his grace would be praised! 
* Two Heaven-sent blessings: vs.7,8
· redemption through his blood

· forgiveness limited only by the riches of his grace, lavished upon us with all wisdom and understanding

