Wednesday, January 7th, 2009
Text:  Ephesians 1:1-19 

‘Ephesians: a Study in Grace’

Part I

Topic: Ephesians—a Study in Grace (part 1)

Main Text: Introduction to Ephesians 1.1—19 

Points to Ponder:
Probe Question: What happened before Ephesians was written?
 * Ephesus was a bustling, cosmopolitan city … a prime location in the Roman Empire … population of 250,000
* The city was connected to the Mediterranean waterways and an intersection of trade routes in western Asia Minor

* Paul visited there at least 3 times on missions trips

· Short visit on his 2nd missions trip (Acts 18)

· And then stayed 3 years on a long term missions trip, his 3rd missionary trip (1 COR. 16.9 / Acts 19.1, 10; 20.31)

Probe Question: Why was the book written?
 * Ephesus becomes Paul’s headquarters to reaching Asia and the known world

* Paul wants to expand their thinking about …

· what God’s purpose is

· the central message of grace 

· goals for the early church 

* Many historians and theology buffs conclude that the letter was to be circular (passed around to other churches)
Probe Question: Where do modern day Christ followers fit in?
* The expression “in Christ” or “In Him” is throughout this book

* Paul prayed that the light bulb would go on for you & I in benefit package of what “every spiritual blessing(s)” means … see 1.18—19

My Application: 
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