Wednesday, June 24th, 2009
Text:  Ephesians 6.5-9; 21-24  
‘Ephesians: a Study in Grace’
Part XXI
Topic: Ephesians—a Study in Grace (Part 21)
Main Text: Ephesians 6.5-9; 21-24  

Points to Ponder: 
A Word to Slaves 
· Paul implores newly believing slaves to obey their masters with respect and fear. 
· Most in the Roman Empire considered slaves merely animated implements… living tools. 
· Paul’s specific address to slaves gives them humanity and equality. 
· Working with initiative and the heart attitude of a freeman, makes their work for an earthly master, equivalent to working for Christ. 
· Jesus, a different kind of master, rewards everyone for the good he does. 
A Word to Masters 
· Paul reminds masters, not of rewards for treating their slaves well, but that Jesus is master to both masters and slaves. 
· To what end? 
·  God is most concerned with building up his Kingdom and couldn’t wait for societal reforms
·  a good witness and improved conditions for slaves
·  a beginning platform for abolition of slavery
Final Greetings 
· Ephesians 6:5-9 - most of us speak first of how we are and what it is we are doing… Paul leaves these details to Tychius. 
· Paul’s Prayerful Wishes… 
·  peace to all brothers
·  love with faith, sourced only from God and his Son, Jesus
·  grace—the by-product of loving Jesus with undying love







