Sunday, March 1st, 2009

Text:  Psalm 128 
‘Going Green… Growing a Godly Family’
Part V
[Sons, Shoots & Little Limbs]

This series:

…should be a picture in God’s will of how things should be… 
…should be an equipping of ourselves in Christ, enabling us to paint that very picture… 

Sons Like Olive Shoots 
* throughout Psalm 128, there is a connection between the type of fruit or harvest possible, and the health and growth linked to climate. 
* like growing good crops requires the proper conditions, likewise, the best chance to grow up the children we desire, requires the right atmosphere. 
* though atmosphere is the chief variable, there are others:  disease, bad seeds, bad soil, bugs and pestilence etc., so it is not ours to judge other families by the children they produce. 
* remember the conditions: fearing God and walking in his ways… as the father fulfills these conditions, then he is blessed with olive-shoot-like sons. 
* olive shoots: 
· spring up around the base of the trunk of Olive trees 
· get their ability to grow from the roots of the parent tree 
· take a long time to reach fruit-bearing maturity, up to 50 years 
· provide a picture of the only begotten of the Father (Isaiah 11:1) 
* the most important events of family life literally depended upon the strong and sturdy olive tree and its precious fruit. 
* sons around the family table like olive shoots around the parent tree, speaks of: respect, dependence, admiration, sustenance, longevity, love long input and influence, and long life. 
* vs.5,6 – makes the connection between healthy, blessed families and prosperity for cities and countries. 
* grand-children too, are a product of a man fearing God and walking obediently in God’s ways… the little limbs on the shoots grown from our family roots. 

