Sunday, March 29th, 2009

Text:  various 
‘Going Green… Growing a Godly Family’
Part IX
[Differentiating Roles—Enjoying Marriage]

This series:

…should be a picture in God’s will of how things should be… 
…should be an equipping of ourselves in Christ, enabling us to paint that very picture… 

Marriage Bears God’s Image 
· the mystery of God’s design for community and relationship is expressed in a healthy, redeemed marriage. 

· vs.21- calls for mutual submission, out of respect for Christ. 

· spiritually, Jesus is referred to as the bridegroom and the entire church is the bride. 

· Jesus then, is the Primary Initiator and we are to him, the Primary Responders. 

Revelation 3:20 / I John 4:19 / I Peter 3:1 / I Corinthians 7:14,15 

· each of us has the responsibility to serve the other, to bear the image of a personal relationship with Christ, thereby, drawing the other into close relationship to him. 
Analyze This! 

· men: does your Christ-like initiative protect and clothe your wife, give her comfort and rest, and cause her to be love with Jesus more than with you? 
· ladies: does your receptivity and openness to your husband’s leadership validate his manhood, boost his self-esteem and incline his desire toward being a mighty man of God? 

· as a husband or a wife, we have the opportunity to be the greatest catalyst to our mates serving and submitting to God. 

