Wednesday, May 20th, 2009
Text:  Ephesians 4:7-16  

‘Ephesians: a Study in Grace’
Part XV
Topic: Ephesians—a Study in Grace (part 15)

Main Text: Ephesians 4.7-16  

The Apportionate Christ 
· The grace of God in Christ provides gifts, apportioned through relationship with Jesus, via the indwelling member of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 
Christ’s Condescension 
· Christ becoming his own creation, a man, is a greater condescension by far, than that perceived if a man recreated himself to become an ‘amoeba’. 
Jeremiah 23:24 / John 3:13 / John 6:38 
· Until the Lamb of God was slain, the dead who believed in God, apparently ended up in a waiting room—Paradise. 
· A picture of Jesus’ post-resurrection ascension to heaven has this ‘train’ of glory, and attached to the train, are the captives he’s leading out. 
Christ’s Authority to Call 
· Called to (vs.12-13): 
· prepare God’s people for works of service
· build up, increase the church
· promote unity in the faith 
· promote knowledge of Christ
· help people mature
· Called to (vs.14): 
· prevent infantile, doctrinal waffling
· inoculate believers against charlatans
· prevent spiritual victims 
· Called to (vs.15-16): 
·  create atmosphere of love, where people authentically speak truth
·  administrate and encourage the health and growth of church, as each member does his part







