Sunday, September 20th, 2009
Text: John 17:20-23
‘Community—and its Practical Applications’

Part II
Holding Confidences 
· first practical application of community, upon which the other three depend, is the ability to keep confidences.  Proverbs 25:9,10 / Proverbs 11:13 
· true community is established in the absence of gossip and in the presence of held confidences. 
· when you fail to keep a confidence be quick to apologize, repent and rebuild trust. 
· the failure to mend broken confidences will erode trust &  relationship and will undo community. 
Care in Crisis 
· Galatians 6:1,2 -  Caution: always get permission to give or receive a confidence. 
· individuals need the freedom to raise prayer requests & not feel the will become conversational fodder for the whole congregation. 
Authenticity… 
· in true community I am allowed to tell the truth… to be myself. 
I Thessalonians 4:12 
· we all have the need and desire to be real, and know others are being real with us, too.

Vulnerability… 
· James 5:16 / Matthew 5:24 

