Sunday, April 13th, 2008
Text:  I Corinthians 12:7

‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’     Part IX
[Hospitality, Helps & Giving]
Hospitality
* gift of hospitality is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ, to provide an open house and warm welcome to those in need of food and lodging.
* Acts 16:14,15 – we see Lydia as an example.

* I Peter 4:9 – all believers are told to be hospitable ( but some there are, who have a spiritual gift in this area.

* hospitality-gifted people make a way for the gospel.  Acts 16:40
* one of only seven resurrection in Bible came to one who ministered with hospitality. 

II Kings 4

* prosperity in the time of famine was arranged for a widow who showed Elijah hospitality.
I Kings 17
* Abraham received a message from God only after demonstrating hospitality to angels.  Genesis 18
* James 2:16 – works of hospitality prove the reality of our faith in Christ.

Helps
* I Corinthians 12:28 – lists ‘helps’ right after ‘healing’.
* gift helps is the special ability God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to invest the talents they have in the life and ministry of other members in the Body, enabling others to increase the effectiveness of their own spiritual gifts.

* Romans 16:1,2 – Paul sends Phoebe, who had this gift, ahead of his ministry, to Cenchrea.

* helps-gifted people do with joy and commitment, what ever is necessary to get ministry to happen.

* Acts 9:36,40 – the second of only seven biblical resurrections occurred for one (Tabitha) who possessed the gift of helps.

* most of the church’s volunteers will have this gift in operation.

Giving
* gift of giving is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to contribute their material resources to the work of the Lord with liberality and cheerfulness.
* Romans 12:8 – mentions this as a spiritual gift.

* Mark 12:41-44 – shows us the gift in operation.

* people with this gift feel compelled to live beneath the level at which they can afford, in order to give more resources to the Kingdom. 

*  II Corinthians 8:9 – Jesus set the example.
* II Corinthians 9:7 – giving-gifted people give with purpose.

* you don’t need to be wealthy to possess this gift, but if you get all ramped up to give, if it`s what you live for… then…

* Acts 4:34-36 – one of the early church leaders had this gift coupled with one of exhortation/encouragement.

* church needs people with this gift because they give extra whenever it’s needed, and become the answers to prayer to those who have the gift of faith.

