Sunday, April 20th, 2008
Text:  I Corinthians 12:7

‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’     Part X
[Service, Mercy & Intercession]
Service
* gift of service is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ, to identify the unmet needs involved in a task related to God’s work, and to make use of available resources to meet those needs and help accomplish the desired results.
* II Timothy 1:16-18 – Onesiphorus sought Paul out.

* people with this gift see needs and serve to meet them, taking on the responsibility for what needs to get done once it becomes apparent to them.  Galatians 6:10
* Romans 12:7 – servers need to be empowered by leaders to serve.

* service-gifted -people are the ‘glue-guys’ of ministry teams.
Mercy
* gift mercy is the special ability God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to feel genuine empathy and compassion for individuals who suffer distressing physical, mental or emotional problems, and to translate that compassion into cheerfully-done-deeds that both reflect Christ’s love and alleviate suffering.
* Luke 10:33 – shows this gift in operation in the Good Samaritan.
* Matthew 25:34-40 – is a call to all of us to extend mercy… but to some this is a gift and a calling; it comes easily.

Intercession
* gift of intercession  is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to pray for extended periods of time on a regular basis and see frequent and specific answers to their prayers, to a degree much great than that which is expected of the average Christian.
* only when they pray, intercede and petition God, do intercessors find any kind of momentary relief from their desire/burden to pray.
* James 5:14-16 – elders often possess this gift.

* I Timothy 2:1,2 – Paul writes and encourages the ministry of intercessors in the church.

* Colossians 4:12,13 – speaks of Epaphras wrestling in prayer.

* Acts 12:12 – intercessors often organized themselves and met together to hold prayer meetings.

* all ministry requires a covering of prayer.

* if prayer is less about work or discipline for you and more about joy and relief, you might have the spiritual gift of intercession. 

* I Corinthians 13:1-3 – a word of caution: we must hold all of the spiritual gifts in high esteem and not elevate the ones given to us compared to those distributed for others for they are all for the common good and God’s glory.

