Sunday, April 27th, 2008
Text:  I Corinthians 12:7

‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’     Part XI
[Missionary, Voluntary Poverty, Celibacy, Martyrdom & Apostle]
Missionary
* gift of missionary is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ, to minister in whatever spiritual gifts they have, in a foreign land.
* Acts 13:2 – a famous missionary call out.
Voluntary Poverty
* gift voluntary poverty is the special ability God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to renounce material comfort and luxury, and to adopt a personal lifestyle equivalent to those living at the poverty level in a given society, in order to serve God more effectively.
* I Corinthians 13:3 / Acts 2:44,45 – at times church community has been motivated to engage in selling off assets to help the poor, but a person with this gift makes it their lifestyle.
Celibacy
* gift of celibacy  is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to remain single and enjoy it, to remain unmarried and not suffer undue sexual temptations.
* I Corinthians 7:7,8 – unlike when someone is married, a single person’s first allegiance can be to the ministry of the gospel.

* Matthew 19:10-12 – some become eunuchs by choice for the sake of the Kingdom.
* sometimes this gift comes later in life to widows and widowers and often accompanies the missionary gift.

Martyrdom
* gift of martyrdom  is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to undergo suffering for the faith, even to death, while consistently displaying a joyous and victorious attitude that brings glory to God..
* Acts 6:12-15 / 7:54- 60 – martyrs suffer for the cause of Christ, not a cause of their own.

* Hebrews 11:37,38a – reveals how Jesus thinks of these passionate Christ-followers. 
Apostle
* Ephesians 4:11– tells us the gift of apostle is given to the church.

* gift of apostle  is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to assume and exercise general leadership over a number of churches with extraordinary authority in spiritual matters, that is spontaneously recognized and appreciated by those churches.

