Sunday, April 2th, 2008
Text:  I Corinthians 12:7
‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’     Part VIII
[Prophecy, Tongues & Interpretation]
Prophecy
* ‘prophecy’ is the term for the message that one prophesies, literally meaning: to proclaim or declare beforehand.
* etymological roots of this word contain two distinct truths:

· a prophet specks by inspiration of God, about things, divine in nature

· a prophet speaks about the will or plan of God to be manifest in the future
* a fortune teller ( an office prohibited from operating within the church) does not address God’s will, but rather, future events specific to an individual, usually at that person’s request. 
* II  Peter 1:21 – prophecy concerns itself with God’s issues, and is given at his prompting.
* prophesying does not prove close relationship with God.  Matthew 7:22
* a prophecy’s message contains these elements:

· proclamation – declarative, biblical, eternal truth

· the will or desire of God for his church

· a reference to the listeners’ responsibility to God’s will for the future
* I Corinthians 12:10,28; 14:3; 13:9; 13:2; 14:24,31-33/ Romans 12:6 / 
I Corinthians 14:29 

* the gift of prophecy is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to receive and communicate an immediate message of God to his people, through a divinely anointed utterance.
Tongues
* the gift of tongues is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to receive and communicate an immediate message of God to his people, through a divinely anointed utterance, in a  language they never learned.
* distinct in purpose from the evidentiary language received initially, when baptized in the Holy Spirit.
* I Corinthians 14:13-19 – when this gift is used in pubic worship, an interpretation must follow.
* I Corinthians 14:22 – says this gift is a sign to the unbelievers.

* its use fulfill both Old Testament prophecy and Jesus’ prophecy.  Isaiah 28:11,12 / 

Mark 16:17
* I Corinthians 14: 18,28; 13:2,5– give explanation to the difference between using the gift of tongues and praying in the spirit for our own edification.
Interpretation
* the gift of interpretation  is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to make known in the vernacular, the message of one who gave a message in tongues.
* an interpretation is not a direct translation… the interpreter uses his own words to convey the meaning of the message first given in tongues.

* the same guidelines for the legitimacy of a prophecy, apply to an interpretation of tongues. 

