Sunday, August 24th, 2008
Text:  I Samuel 20:16,17
A True Friend… 

Who are the Players?
* David, the next anointed King of Israel and Jonathan, son of King Saul and presumed heir to Israel’s throne.

* David became a national hero and King Saul was jealous, depressed and out to kill him.

* Jonathan eventually saw what evil was in his own father’s heart toward his friend David.

* David and Jonathan cemented their covenant of friendship, with an oath, a King/Vassel treaty—a blood covenant.
Taking Lessons from God’s Picture of Friendship

* friendship with God requires a loyalty that surpasses family connection and obligations.

* true friends fight each other’s battles.

* true friends are loyal, and keep their word, affirming often, what’s previously been committed.  Proverbs 17:17 
* true friends feel each other’s pain. I Samuel 20:41,42 
* true friendships are not lessened by physical absence. I Samuel 23:15-18   

* this is a template for Christ’s friendship with us… though physically apart, we love him.

* Jesus died to keep his promise of friendship and he left us his word as an oft-repeated covenant.


