Sunday, February 24th, 2007
Text:  I Corinthians 4:7
‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’  Part IV
[Faith and Leadership]

Faith
* I Corinthians 12:9 – gift of faith listed amid the gifts of public ministry for the church.
* Hebrews 11:6 – everything that pleases God stems from faith.
* Acts 11:22-24 – Barnabas, leader of fledgling church in Antioch, described as man full of faith and the Holy Spirit.
* Acts 27:21-25 – apostle Paul demonstrates the gift of faith in operation.

* gift of faith is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to discern with extraordinary confidence, the will and purposes of God for his work.

* gift of faith, like any other spiritual gift, has at its core, the benefit of the rest of the church.
* Hebrews 11:1 – faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what is not yet in evidence.
Leadership
* each of us can improve on our ability to lead, but some are supernaturally gifted to lead.
* Romans 12:8 – instruction if we have gifts (like leadership), to go ahead and use them.

* gift of leadership is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ, to set goals in accordance with Gods’ purpose for the future, and to communicate those goals to others in such a way that they voluntarily and harmoniously, work together with those they lead, to accomplish those goals for the glory of God.

* Acts 7:10 – gives us example of Joseph leading Egypt through seven years of famine.

* Acts 15:7-11 – Apostle Peter, takes the initiative ant the council of Jerusalem. 

* gift of leadership in use, influences others to go God’s way.

