Sunday, February 10th, 2008
Text:  I Corinthians 12:7
‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’ – Part II

The List of 27
Two Groups of Gifts
* 20 spiritual gifts are contained within three passages of scripture.  Romans 12 

I Corinthians 12 & Ephesians 4
* final group of seven gifts come from other places throughout scripture as their use is described in the New Testament church.
* why settle on 27? – most of the other gifts described can fall into categories defined by one of the 27.

* some denominations and fellowships do not accept all of the gifts in their operation today—these are cessationists. 

* we hold that all gifts  are available to the church, but are present only with respect to the need of the congregation and the development spiritually of its people.

* Ephesians 4:12,13 – Holy Spirit gives out the gifts we need in the framework and timing, he deems necessary.

List of 27
* first group: prophecy, service, teaching, exhortation, giving leadership, mercy, wisdom, knowledge, faith healing, helps, miracles, discerning of spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues, apostle, evangelism, administration, pastor.  Rom.12 / I Cor.12 / Eph.4
* second group: celibacy, voluntary poverty, martyrdom, hospitality, missionary, intercession, deliverance (exorcism).
Common Errors
* ‘my lack of a spiritual gift prevents my involvement’  (we don’t need a spiritual gift of compassion to show someone mercy.
* ‘I’m not the best in my gift compared to others, so I’ll not use it’ (our job is not to step aside when asked to do ministry but to grow and develop in our gifts.

* do not defer to others, when God has called you; do what he asks of you.

* we operate in our gifts when we are called to by God, given opportunity and confirmed in that role by mature believers in authority over us.

