Sunday, February 17th, 2008
Text:  I Corinthians 12:7
‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’ – Part III
Pastor & Administration
Pastor
* we begin  by talking about gifts we see early on, in the gift-mix of a developing local church.
* gift of Pastor – the special ability God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ, to assume long term personal responsibility for the spiritual welfare of a group of believers.

Ephesians 4:11

* pastor literally means: shepherd.

* one so gifted is motivated by long term growth and progress in others; his greatest thrill is to facilitate growth in lambs until they become full-fledged sheep… strong, healthy, reproducing sheep.

* I Timothy 3:1 – desiring the office of pastor is a noble desire.

* to use the gift, one must have high integrity and character.  I Timothy 3:2 / Titus 1:7

* not all who have the ‘pastor’ gift are called to be full-time pastors.
Administration
* all ministry, if effective, must be administrated well.
* gift of Administration – is the special ability that God gives some members of the Body of Christ, to understand clearly the immediate and long range goals of a particular unit (section) of the church, and to then devise and execute plans for the accomplishment of those goals.

* I Corinthians 12:28 – this gift is sometimes referred to as the gift of governments.

* people so gifted, are detail-oriented ( the think of the ramifications in the small picture from decisions made in the big picture.
* Acts 6:1-7 – first deacons served with this gift, solving the problem of the unequal widows.
* Luke 14:28-31 – Jesus describes this gift in operation for those that build towers or go to war.

* Titus 1:5 - Paul’s confidence in Titus resulted from Titus possessing and using this gift.

* people lose confidence in their leaders without good administration.

