Sunday, January 20th, 2008
Text:  various
‘Managing the Firm—Investing with God’
Part II
Company Myths
Myth #1 – ‘If I give the tithe at my choosing, God is overjoyed and impressed.’
* God’s favour comes only by his grace.

* all belongs to God, so receiving our tithe is his due—we are only doing what we are supposed to do.

* Malachi 3:8 – labels a refusal to pay the tithe, embezzlement from the firm… but more than that, it drives a sense of self-reliance and idolatry.
Myth #2 – ‘Once I tithe, I’ve fulfilled all of my giving responsibilities.’

* scripture speaks of three areas of giving: tithes, offerings (amounts left up to us), and alms (giving to alleviate the suffering of the poor).  Matthew 6:2-4 / Luke 11:41

Myth #3 – ‘If I pay the tithe, I can expect an increase (profit or blessing).’

* Malachi 3:10-12 – tells us about protection from the devourer, that’s different than a return on an investment.  Proverbs 13:7
* what about Sabbath debt rest, jubilee and bankruptcy for believers?  Leviticus 25:1-4 / Exodus 23:10,11 / Exodus 21:2-6 / Deuteronomy 15:1-6 / Leviticus 25:23,24
Myth #4 – ‘Because I tithe, I will never experience financial struggles.’

* then you’re better than most people whose stories got placed in the bible, including the Apostle, Paul.  Philippians 4:12,13

Myth #5 – ‘If I have mortgage payments, I can pay them first, and tithe off the difference.’

* you can… but this is neither tithing nor biblical.  Proverbs 3:9,10 / Luke 12:22-32
Myth #6 – ‘It’s more important that the rich tithe, than that the poor do.’

* God is no respecter of persons.  

* Mark 12:42 & James 2:3-5, both praise the poor over the rich.
Questions
· Isn’t it easier for the rich to tithe?
· What if my spouse is not yet a believer?


