Sunday, January 27th, 2007
Text:  II Chronicles 31:2-12, 21
‘Managing the Firm—Investing with God’
Part III
The Investment Portfolio
* Judah had a new king, a new leader on the scene who brought the people to a place of rededication to following God.  II Chronicles 30:26, 27
* people began to bless God’s work after the nation’s spiritual awakening. 

II Chronicles 30:21 

* as a result, Chapter 32 outlines how God miraculously rebuked the devourer on their behalf, when Sennacherib laid siege to Jerusalem.

* New Testament example: Acts 4:32-36 - generosity follows a spiritual awakening, where people’s needs began being met and the church exploded in growth.
Three Kinds of Investments

* 1) Luke 21:4 – offerings motivated by love in amounts decide by the giver.
* Acts 24:17 – Paul gives offerings and alms.
* II Corinthians 9:7 – Paul implores the Gentile Corinthian church to give offerings toward a mission to Jerusalem.
* God does not coerce offerings from his people but challenges us with the need.

* 2) Matthew 6:1-3 – alms given to help the plight of the poor.

* Luke 11:41 – Jesus rebukes Pharisees for not giving —‘from what you have’, to the poor, after praising them for paying their tithes… almsgiving is an investment from the 90% left after we tithe.
* James 2:15:16 – working faith invests in the poor.

* Proverbs 19:17 – tells us who will see to the return on our investment.

* 3) sacrificial giving – giving when you don’t have enough for yourself.  I Kings 17 – Zarepath widow gave the man of God the last of her flour and oil in time of famine, even before she and her son ate. (this kind of giving is done only at the occasional, specific and personal request of God.

* Luke 6:38 – this sacrificial investor buys in to God’s specific promise to provide.

Many Happy Returns
* the obedience in Philippians 4:18 ensures the return in vs.19.

* Psalm 35:27 & Proverbs 23:4,5 – show us God is not only interested in a physical, material and financial return… but a spiritual return too, as described in III John 2.
* when we invest out of our remaining 90%, we realize a return materially, spiritually (growth), and eternally (Kingdom expands).

