Sunday, July 6th, 2008
Text:  Jonah 2:8-10
“Broken Heroes Series - Jonah”
[Fish Prayers]

Events Before the Prayer
* Jonah 1:1,2 – the word of the Lord came to Jonah, but he wasn’t looking for it.
* God often exercises his right to tell his children what to do.
* God wanted to Jonah to go to Nineveh and preach against its people for their wickedness had come up before God.

* Jonah 1:3 – Jonah didn’t want to go.  Isaiah 60:9 / Psalm 72:10 – Jonah goes as far in the opposite direction as he could.
Personal Cost of Disobedience
* Jonah’s disobedience amounted to rebellion.
* James 4:17 – a scripture Jonah’ wishes he would’ve had.

* Jonah elevated his own personal desires, opinions and feelings, until they mattered more that those of God.  Jonah 4:2,3
* things Jonah lost because of his rebellion:
· money… financial hardship (Amos 4:9)

· safety and welfare of those around him

· pain to others

* Jonah 1:9 – learned you cannot hide from God, and that his sense of justice must be, and will be, satisfied.
Contents of a Fish-prayer

* finding himself in the belly of a specially-prepared fish, Jonah decides to pray. 
Jonah 2:4,7
* vs.9 – he tells God he will sacrifice (atone for his sin), sing a song of thanksgiving (worship), fulfill his vow to God (repentance), and trust God for his deliverance (faith in God for his future).
* vs.10 – Jonah is delivered.

* it is almost never too late to repent… the fountain of Jesus’ blood is opened with our acknowledgement and repentance in faith.

