Sunday, June 15th, 2008
Text:  Revelation 3:16
“Getting out of Neutral & Living a Life of Purpose”
Neutral… a Place Honored by Our World
* our world admires and encourages the middle road—playing it safe.
* middle-ground in God’s Kingdom is the lowest ground.
* if you want to experience and achieve God’s best for your life, you cannot drive in neutral, stay between gears and refuse to commit.

Neutral Lacks Progress
* neutral is a place of no commitment in any direction.
* we cannot be neutral about our commitment to being a Christ-follower and expect to reap its rewards. Psalm 37:4
* power, progress and momentum come to us in our Christian lives, from taking stands, choosing gears, and making decisions on purpose.
Neutral Lacks Purpose
* hot and cold at least have a purpose… lukewarm does not.
Neutral Lacks Friends

* some think staying neutral attracts and keeps friendships… but are they true friendships or pseudo-friendships?  Proverbs 18:24 / Luke 6:26
* real friends make tough choices, proving their loyalty… and a disloyal friend is worse than an enemy.

Neutral Lacks Faith
* Hebrews 10:38 / Proverbs 24:10 – making a decision to plough through with God’s help, expresses faith, and pleases God.

Neutral Lacks Passion
* taking a stand creates and maintains passion.

* indifference and passivity where Jesus is concerned is eternally dangerous.

Neutral Lacks Respect
* being in neutral is giving ‘half-hearted effort’… and who can respect that?

Neutral Lacks Life
* real living [for the cause of Christ] is living with red-hot commitment.

* John 10:10 – when we choose commitment to Christ, we choose a full life.
* we can face opposition, persecution and unpopularity, but compromise exacts a higher price… it robs us of a full life.


