Sunday, June 22nd, 2008
Text:  I Timothy 3:16
“The Creedal Hymn”
[Jesus’ Life in a Song]

The Mystery of Godliness
* godliness… being God-like, is the pursuit of many, but a great mystery.
* the mystery is that it is attained in a person.

Elements of the Creed
* God appeared in a body… but how he did this is a mystery.
* he was vindicated by the Spirit—the Spirit proved he was God in the flesh…
· Jesus’ life fulfilled Spirit-inspired prophecies

· (He) anointed Jesus’ ministry

· led and guided Jesus in all he did

· backed up every prayer & word Jesus spoke , with miracles, signs and wonders
· empowered Jesus to live a sinless life

· taught Jesus who was revealing his role & office through scriptures

· put the Father’s words in Jesus’ mouth

· led him to the cross, empowered Jesus to lay  down his life

· raised Jesus from the dead, proving death and sin had no claim on him

* Jesus was seen [watched over] by angels.
* heavenly witnesses [angels] ensured that Jesus accomplished his eternal purpose.

* Jesus was preached [is preached] among the nations.  Romans 10:12,13
* God wants godliness—the good that defines him—to come to all people, in the person of Jesus Christ.

* people are drawn to Jesus when he is preached.  I Corinthians 2:2
* following Jesus is not about a creed—the creed, is about following Jesus.
* Jesus was taken up in glory.

* Jesus’ ascension demonstrates the fate of all men, from all nations, who’ve heard him preached and believed on him—we shall ascend too, to be with him forever.

* all of this… makes us want to sing…
He appeared in a body

Was vindicated by the Spirit

Was seen by angels

Was preached among the nations

Was believed on in the world

And was taken up in glory


