Sunday, June 8th, 2008
Text:  Luke 23:32, 38-43
“Connecting with Jesus Like the Thief on the Cross”
How Does a Thief Get to Heaven?
* the only conclusion we can make is that a thief can get to heaven; and if that’s true, there cannot be two sets of rules for entry: one for criminals and robbers and one for good folk.
What the Thief Did 
* he had a picture of what his own righteousness deserved and he took responsibility for his own sinfulness. 
* he confessed his belief that Jesus was innocent of sin and the accompanying punishment ( death. 

* he recognized that he deserved the cross for his actions and sinfulness but Jesus didn’t. 
* he expresses a belief in eternity and asks Jesus to do something for him in the future, when all that the future held was death from crucifixion. 
* God draws all kinds of people to himself; some respond and some don’t ( each must see Jesus on the cross and make a decision… reach out and connect to Jesus in faith or reject him and pay the sin debt personally. 
What the Thief Didn’t Do 
* here is what is not present in this story: 

· no church attendance or membership 
· no teaching, no catechism 

· no baptism, no communion, no confirmation 
· no doctrinal dogma, no denominational affiliation 
* apparently, a thief made it to heaven without one good deed and certainly without the majority of his behavior being good ( quite the opposite.
* each of us must face Jesus on the cross and decide for ourselves what we will do: ultimately we will follow the example of one thief or the other. 

