Sunday, March 16th, 2008
Text:  I Corinthians 12:7
‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’     Part VI
[Wisdom, Knowledge & Discernment]
Wisdom
* I Corinthians 12:8 – we see an expression of this gift, used in public assembly, as a message or ‘word’ of wisdom.
* a word of wisdom, offering clarification to an issue, whether personal or public, or with respect to a specific direction, has intrinsic to its nature, an element of the future.
* gift of wisdom is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ, to know the mind of the Holy Spirit, in such a way as to receive insight into how given knowledge may be applied to specific needs arising in the church.
* Acts 15:12-20 – shows an example of this gift in operation during the ‘Council at Jerusalem’.

* gift of wisdom always exhibits direction for the future but must be tested against truth in scripture.
Knowledge
* while wisdom deals with the future, the gift of knowledge deals mostly with information concerning the present and the past.
* gift of knowledge is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to discover, accumulate, analyze and clarify information and ideas pertinent to the well-being of the church.

* within general use of this spiritual gift, as specific needs arise, a targeted message or ‘word’ of knowledge can be given expression.
* John 4 describes Jesus receiving a word of knowledge regarding the woman at the well and her many husbands… supernaturally revealed knowledge about the present or the past that enabled Jesus to minister to the woman more effectively.

* Acts 5 –another example of this gift in operation: information regarding the deeds of Ananias and Sapphira were revealed to Peter, in order to cleanse the church, causing the people to reverence God.

Discerning of Spirits
* gift of discernment is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ, to know with assurance, whether certain behaviour purported to be of God, is in reality divine, human or satanic.

* foundational truth:  the spiritual, unseen world is real and powerful, affecting the physical and seen world.  I John 2:16 / I John 4:1
* Jesus demonstrates the operation of this gift in Mark 9; the deaf and dumb boy was healed because Jesus discerned his sickness was manifest because of demonization.

* purpose of discerning of spirit is to bring deliverance, help intercessors, pray, safeguard the church form heresy, and prevent the misuse of spiritual gifts, that we might overcome the enemy who often appears as an angel of light.

