Sunday, March 2nd, 2008
Text:  I Corinthians 12:7
‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’     Part V
[Exhortation, Teaching & Confession]
Exhortation
* Romans 12:8 – exhortation is encouragement.
* Hebrews 10:25 – shows us the importance of encouragement along the Way.
* Barnabas was likely proficient at operating in this gift.  Acts 14:22 

* gift of exhortation is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ, to minister words of comfort, consolation, encouragement and counsel to other members of the church, in such a way that they feel helped and healed.

* it’s found in those who come along side others and help them pull through difficult times.

Teaching
* teaching is listed in the gifts located in I Corinthians 12:28; its purpose articulated well in Ephesians 4:11-14.
* gift of teaching is the special ability God gives certain members of Christ’s Body, to communicate information relevant to the health and ministry of the local church, in such a way that others learn.
* gifted anointed teachers help make difficult and complicated concepts, simple and understood.
Evangelism
* teaching gift is confirmed by fellow believers, while the gift of evangelism is confirmed by those who are outside the faith.  Acts 14:21
* gift of evangelism is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to share the gospel with unbelievers in such a way that people become Jesus’ disciples and responsible members of the church, with comparative ease.
* we all need to share our faith and do the work of an evangelist; the great commission is for everyone, but to some God gives a special ability, a spiritual gift, and this builds up the church.  II Timothy 4:5
* Romans 10:9,10

· Believe in Jesus in your heart

· Confess with your mouth that he is Lord (the Son of God)
· Confess with your mouth that he is alive and risen from the dead

· Turn away from your sin…running your own life

· Then you are saved from the power and consequences of your own personal sin

