Sunday, March 30th, 2008
Text:  I Corinthians 12:7
‘Understanding Spiritual Gifts’     Part VII
[Exorcism, Miracles & Healing]
Exorcism [Deliverance]
* gift of exorcism is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ, to cast out demons and evil spirits

* you cannot fight an enemy who does not exist; there is a devil; there are fallen angels [spirits] in the atmosphere of earth, and they do wreak havoc and destruction in people’s lives.
* Luke 10:1,9,17 – Jesus delegated deliverance power.

* we must be led of God and be extremely careful in this area.  Acts 19:13-16
* gift of discerning of spirits often works in concert with the gift of exorcism.

*Matthew 12:22-32’s Points to consider:

· a blind, mute man presented physical symptoms but Jesus cast out demons to heal him

· power of satan does not drive out satan

· Jesus cast out demons, but so did the Pharisees (vs.27)
· spirits [demons] are driven out or exercised through the power of the Spirit of God—the one who distributes the gifts as he sees fit.

*  those who received deliverance from Jesus came to him—they presented a felt need… a person usually demonstrates the desire to be delivered.
Gift of Miracles
* gift of miracles  is the special ability God gives certain members of Christ’s Body, serve as human intermediaries, though whom, it pleases God to perform powerful acts that are perceived by observers to have altered the course of nature.
* I Corinthians 12:10,28 – used to confirm  God’s Word and to bring him glory, often as part of the demonstration of the gospel to unreached people groups.
* Acts 9:32,40-42 – see Peter traveling in evangelism while praying and serving as a miracle intermediary, when a resurrection miracle occurs, resulting in many believing in God.
Healing
* gift of healing is the special ability God gives certain members of the Body of Christ to serve as human intermediaries, through whom, it pleases God to cure illness and restore health apart from the use of natural means.
* sickness is a result of the consequences of the general problem of sin in the world brought on by the fall of man and redeemed as part of Jesus’ atoning work on the cross. [see Deuteronomy 28]
* James 5:14,15 – we all can pray for the sick… but some have this spiritual gift.
* often see gifts of healing and miracles among evangelists who travel, and amid crowds of people who are hearing the message of the gospel, where there is an atmosphere of faith and expectancy. Matthew 12:57,58
* remember:  not all get healed, just as, not all get saved(but it is God’s will for us to do all to fight the consequences [curse] of sin… poverty, sickness and spiritual death.

* it is always God’s will to pray for and work to bring people into a place of health and out of a place of poverty and suffering( sometimes to accomplish his kingdom purposes, he employs the use of the gift of healing.

