Sunday, May 11th, 2008
Text:  Ruth 1:1-22
“Mama Naomi”
Survive a Famine—Eyes on the Present
* if they found themselves in trouble, Elimelech and Naomi should have sought God … instead they traveled to land of Moab and put their trust in strangers.
* the strangers were of an especially prohibited type… Moabites.  Deuteronomy 23:3-6 / Genesis 19:36-38

* note: Ruth 1:1 & compare to the previous verse in scripture, Judges 21:25.
* rather than trust in God, Naomi followed Elimelech’s lead and trusted in men and their own devices over God.

* results:  Elimelech & his two sons lived longer than they thought they would in the atmosphere of godless people and ended up dying there; leaving no descendants or support for their wives… they lost everything. vs.21
* Naomi, (with Orpah and Ruth) survived, realizing she needed to change the road shed been on… a picture of true repentance.
* she’d lost an awful lot by making decisions considering only the immediate pressing needs; but this was the means by which she was brought to a place of repentance and where Naomi decided to get back to where she knew she could find God.
Naomi Loved and Was Loved
* despite her tragedies, Naomi was a loving person and won the respect and love of her daughters-in-law.  vs.8-10
* Naomi’s godly influence causes Ruth to repent of her own idolatry and travel down the same road Naomi chose. vs.16-18
* people get over our mistakes in life, as long as we love them and earn their respect.

* at this point Naomi becomes a different kind of mom… a spiritual mom.
Naomi’s Love and Rededication Produced:
· new life for Ruth, a new faith & new husband
· a son… Obed, who then had Jesse, who had David

· Messiah came from David’s line

· some of Jesus’ ancestry comes from the redemption of a Gentile, a descendant of a sinful lineage (Moab)


