Sunday, September 14th, 2008
Text:  Acts 1:1-15
“When Life Stops… Community Matters”
The Life-stopping Events that Started the Church
* over forty days, the disciples experienced:
· the Last supper with Jesus

· a betrayal of Jesus by one of their own

· mock trial with trumped up charges

· Jesus’ subsequent beating

· confusion over what all of these things meant… the absence of their leader

· debilitating, agonizing grief followed by instant euphoria at the resurrection
· a month of old times with Jesus
· sudden departure in a cloud… gone again

* after all of these traumatic events, they came together, joined themselves to one another and sought the one thing they needed—community.  Acts 1:13
What does Community Offer?
* new church committed themselves to the following: they received anointed, biblical teaching, they determined to be together— fellowship on a regular basis (Hebrews 10:25), they ate together in each other’s homes, establishing friendships, and they prayed together in organized and pre-planned meetings.
* Acts 2: 43-47 lists the results:

…church grew… they all got along, shared material blessings, helped the poor, were happier, developed sincere hearts, worshipped, supported and followed leadership.

* we cannot reach our friends and family members with the gospel, until we develop community in our church.

How Might this Look in Our Context?

Community 3/18… a service for the unchurched
“For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
to bring you to God.”  1 Peter 3.18 
Community 2/42… a service for the Christ-follower
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Acts 2.42 
In the Future…

